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September 2015                                                      
 

Fort Garrison Elementary 

School 
3310 Woodvalley Drive    

Baltimore, MD 21208                                         

T: 410-887-1203 F: 410-887-1204 

A MESSAGE FROM MRS. HARRIS 

Mrs. Gorman and I want to welcome everyone back to another exciting 

school year.  This is our second year as a Lighthouse School and we 

began the year with every one of our students in grades K-5 having 

access to their own HP Revolve 180 combination laptop/tablet 

computer!  The teachers attended additional training over the summer 

on how to use these devices to enhance instruction and differentiate 

learning for all of the students.  Starting day one, students were observed 

logging on, accessing reading materials and using a variety of apps to 

post their work and collaborate with their classmates.  The student 

engagement has been amazing since day 1!  It is like the students didn’t 

even leave school for the 8 weeks of summer break.   In addition to the 

new school wide technology, every class has comfortable places for 

students to sit and work together.  Partly funded by the PTA, each of our 

classrooms  have new furniture that can easily be reconfigured to provide 

work spaces that can be used by teams, individuals, small groups or 

larger groups.   

We have several new staff members joining us this year.  In Kindergarten, 

we welcome Ms. Samantha Parry to the team.  She is replacing Mrs. 

Karen Looney who was appointed as the assistant principal of Pleasant 

Plains Elementary School right before school opened.  We also welcome 

Mrs. Kris Spaulding to our fifth grade team.  Mrs. Spaulding is taking the 

position vacated by Hana Wolfe who relocated to the Seattle area over 

the summer.  We have a new ELL teacher, Ms. Abeer Nimer.  Ms. Nimer 

works in our building one day a week with our students whose primary 
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language isn’t English.  We have added two new Speech Language pathologists; Hannah Pollock is joining 

us along with Lindsay Klatsky.  This year we are also welcoming a special education pre-school 3’s (AM) and 

pre-school 4’s (PM) class.  This class is being taught by Mrs. Stacey Levin and her Para-Professional is Mrs. Tami 

Scherr.  We are excited to have these young learners join the Fort garrison family. 

This year is the second year of the BCPSOne system that will allow you to regularly access the progress that 

your child is making in school.  The log in that you used last year remains the same.  Our kindergarten and 

new families were sent a form the first week of school.  I encourage you to go online and set up the account 

for your child/children.  Teachers will be entering grades a minimum of once a week in academic subjects.  

Special area teachers only see their students once a week, so their grades will be entered less frequently.  

 Back to School Night was a huge success.  We had almost 350 parents and family members attend.  This 

year was the fourth year that we broadcast our meeting into the classrooms instead of holding a general 

meeting in the gym prior to classroom sessions and our feedback was very positive.  Volunteer training is now 

available for you to complete online through the BCPS website.  When you click on the parent link and scroll 

down, there is an additional link for the training.  Please make sure to send in your completed volunteer 

training application as well as your certificate so that we can include your name on our list of approved 

volunteers. Your training is not complete until the form has been returned to school.   

One of our most important resources is our parents.  We appreciate all of the support that your 

give to your child.  Strong parental involvement is crucial to student success.  Please take time 

each day to check your child’s work, provide them with the necessary support to complete their 

homework and help them understand your expectations for school.  Together we can continue to 

accomplish great things! 

ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL  PROCEDURES 

This year we are again fortunate to have every child who lives within our school boundaries assigned to a 

bus. Parents who do not choose to take advantage of the bus transportation will need to walk their child to 

the front doors in the morning and/or meet their child at the designated outside classroom door at 3:50 in 

the afternoon.  We have limited parking spaces in our lots, just enough for our staff, therefore both parking 

lots are reserved for the staff, so please do not park in these locations.  If you choose to either bring your 

child or pick up your child, please park your car on either Marci Dr. or Birch Hollow and follow the sidewalks 

to the building.  The area directly in front of the building has been designated a “No Stopping or Standing” 

zone by Baltimore County Police.  Signs and traffic cones are posted along the school portion of area as a 

way to stop people from parking in these marked areas.  We are not allowed to place cones on private 

property, so parts of Woodvalley do not have cones, however it is still against the law to stop or park there.  

For the safety of your child as well as other people, please do not make a U-turn of any kind on Woodvalley.  

This is a very narrow street and with traffic going in both directions, cars and students can be hit.  Please 

remember that the posted speed limit is 25 mph.  We encourage everyone to take advantage of the free 

bus transportation provided by Baltimore County Public Schools.  We are fortunate that this transportation 

has been provided to all of our students.   

MONTHLY FORT GARRISON FOX NEWSLETTER 

The Fort Garrison Foxes newsletter will continue to be published once a month on the second Thursday of 

every month.  It will contain a calendar of events for that month and the following month as well as other 

important information concerning our school.  We encourage you to read the bulletin, post the calendars 

on your refrigerator and refer to it throughout the month.  Don’t forget to check your child’s backpack on 

Thursday’s for important school notices.  



 

3 

 

In our effort to go a little greener, we continue to send our newsletters home electronically.  In addition, all of 

our parent bulletins can be accessed through our school website http://fortgarrisones.bcps.org  

You can also access the BCPS calendar online at http://www.bcps.org/calendars/ 

IMPORTANT FILE 

Each school is required to keep and regularly update a file on local pedophiles that have moved into the 

area.  Parents are free to review the file in the school office.  Please call the school and speak to Robin or 

Erin if you would like to review that file. 

VOLUNTEER TRAINING 

All volunteer training now takes place online, at your own discretion. Every person who plans on attending a 

school field trip or event must be an approved volunteer. Once you complete the online training you must 

print your certificate of completion and bring it in to the main office to Mrs. Wertz. The training only takes 

about 15 minutes to complete. Here are the directions for accessing the training. 

Using your web browser, go to:  

http://bcpsvolunteers.md.safeschools.com 

Enter the username: bcpsvolunteer (then click Sign In) 

Enter the password: bcps (then click Login)  

FIELD TRIPS 

Each of our classes will take at least one field trip this year.  The teachers will provide you with plenty of 

advanced notice of the trips.  Please remember to sign and return the permission forms as soon as they 

come home with your child.  Please also remember that field trips are not optional activities.  The 

knowledge gained from the trip will be used during follow-up lessons in the classroom.  If 

the cost for the trip is ever an issue, please contact the office and funds will be made 

available.  We never want a child to miss a trip because they do not have the money to 

attend.  All students must ride the bus both to and from a field trip even if their parent 

drives separately as a chaperone. 

 

 

EMERGENCY INFORMATION 

It is important that all families return the Student Contact Information sheet that was sent home with children 

on the first day of school.  Without the information on this form we will be unable to contact family members 

in the event of an emergency.  The school will release your children to only the people whose names you 

have listed on the form.  The emergency forms are essential in the event that Fort Garrison needs to close 

early.  In the event that all Baltimore County schools close early, parents will not be contacted individually.  

As a courtesy to our families a Connect-Ed call will be sent out from the school to the primary phone number 

and email listed on your emergency card.  A wonderful website, www.schoolsout.com will notify you 

through email that schools are closing early if you visit this website and sign up for service at a nominal fee. 

Another great web site is www.wbaltv.com. If you follow their links to “alerts” and enter your email address 

you will receive an email whenever schools close early.  In the event that only Fort Garrison Elementary 

http://fortgarrisones.bcps.org/
http://www.bcps.org/calendars/
http://bcpsvolunteers.md.safeschools.com/
http://www.schoolsout.com/
http://www.wbaltv.com/
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closes early, we will contact parents through a Connect Ed call and use the information on the Student 

Contact Information to determine how the child will be dismissed. 

Please help us by returning Student Contact Information as soon as possible.  All forms should be returned to 

your children’s homeroom teachers. 

CODE OF CONDUCT 

Our school community recites the Fort Garrison Code of Conduct each morning during opening exercises, 

reminding the students of the high expectations set for their behavior at school.  This year teachers will be 

reinforcing the Code of Conduct by presenting students with a gold Fox Paw sticker.  When students earn 6 

stickers they will be invited to come to the office during afternoon announcements tell the school how they 

earned one of their Fox Paws.  When your child comes home wearing a Fox Paw, please celebrate their 

success.  The code reads: 

Fort Garrison Foxes 

are 

Respectful, 

Responsible, 

Safe and 

Prepared. 

 

SCHOOL BUS RULES 

The school day starts at the bus stop for many students.  We have the 

same expectations for students when they are on the bus as when they 

are in the school building.  Fort Garrison Elementary School students 

need to follow these bus rules: 

1. Follow directions from the driver the first time they are given. 

2. Stay in your seat at all times while the bus is in motion. 

3. Keep all parts of your body inside the bus. 

4. Keep hands, feet, legs, arms, personal property, and your voice to yourself. 

5. No eating, drinking, cell phones or vulgar language at any time on the bus.   

Please reinforce the rules and importance of following the rules with our children.  Parents are reminded to 

report any concerns regarding student bus behavior to the bus drivers or to the school administration.  

Parents are not allowed to get on a bus to confront the bus driver or other children.   

 

TRANSPORTATION POLICY  

Baltimore County Public School require that the children have a consistent means of transportation from 

school.  Fort Garrison Elementary School will be responsible for dismissing children based on the information 
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that parents provided on our Student Contact Information form.  Any changes in dismissal from the 

information that we have on that form must be communicated to the school office in writing.  Please make 

sure to date the notes!  We cannot accept emails as a change in dismissal.  In the event a teacher is out of 

the building, no one else has access to their email. In addition, please remind your children to hand the 

notes to their homeroom teachers. 

 

SCHOOL MEAL COSTS 

The cost for school meals are as follows: 

Breakfast: $1.40    Reduced- $.30 

Lunch: $2.90          Reduced- $.40 

 

STUDENT BEHAVIOR HANDBOOK 

This week your child brought home a copy of the Baltimore County Public Schools’ Student Handbook. Mrs. 

Gorman and Mrs. Harris reviewed the handbook with all students last week.  Students and parents are 

required to sign and return the form in the back of the handbook, indicating that the student and parent 

have reviewed the handbook.  These forms need to be returned to school within five school days of 

distribution.  The signed acknowledgment form also authorizes the students’ use of telecommunications.  

Your support is appreciated as we work together to create a safe and orderly learning environment for the 

children attending Fort Garrison Elementary School.   

 

ARRIVAL REMINDERS 

The Fort Garrison Elementary School front doors open for children at 9:05 AM., each morning.  Supervision of 

students is not provided before this time.  Students arriving to school before 9:05 AM must wait outside the 

main entrance with adult supervision.  If your child is a walker please have your children arrive at school no 

earlier than 9:05 AM. If you need daycare coverage for your children before school, you may consider 

enrolling them in Hot Spots, please call 410-937-7800. All students must enter the building through the front 

doors. The area directly in front of Fort Garrison on Woodvalley Drive has “No Stopping or Standing” signs 

posted by the Baltimore County police.  This year we have placed traffic cones in these areas to enforce the 

“No Stopping or Standing” law. Please also remember not to do a U-Turn on Woodvalley because this 

causes unsafe driving conditions for others.   Students should never be let out of their cars on the opposite 

side of Woodvalley and told to cross the street.  We never want to place children in harm’s way. 

 

CROSSWALKS 

Crosswalks are provided at the entrances of our parking lots.  Cars are required by law to 

stop for people crossing in the crosswalks.  Fort Garrison parents and children use the 

crosswalks as they travel to and from school.  These areas may not be used as a turn- 

around area for cars.   The safety of our students and their families is at stake! 
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CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS 

If you would like to send in a small treat for your child to share with his classmates in honor of 

their birthday, please follow the following procedures: 

 Prior to the treat being sent to school, let your child’s teacher know the date that the treat will be 

provided. 

 we no longer allow food to be brought in as a birthday treat. We encourage parents to bring in a small 

token such as a pencil or fun eraser for the birthday child to distribute to the class. 

 Please drop off the treats in the office.  The teacher will pick up the treat and the special child will pass out 

the treat to their class. 

Birthday party invitations may only be distributed through school if every student in your child’s class is being 

invited.  We never want to hurt children’s feelings. 

 

DISMISSAL REMINDERS 

Parents are asked to assist with dismissal procedures by making certain that children are clear about 

dismissal plans before they enter school each morning.  Last minute changes in plans are often confusing to 

children.  All changes in transportation plans must be put in writing with the day’s date and sent to the 

children’s teachers on the morning of the change.  Adjustments in transportation will not be made without 

written approval from parents.  When requesting that a change be made in their children’s dismissal plans, 

parents will be asked to send in a signed and dated note the day of the change.  In the event that a 

change must be made during the school day, please call the school and let Robin Mazurek know about the 

change. Changes made after 2:30 PM cannot be honored by the office.  After this time, the secretaries are 

busy contacting children and teachers about the changes called into the office earlier in the day.  Again, 

to ensure that your children arrive home safely, take time to carefully plan dismissal arrangements and 

communicate them clearly to your children and to the school.  Arrival and dismissal times at Fort Garrison 

are busy times.  We are asking your help to ensure that all of our students arrive safely at school in the 

morning and at home in the afternoon.  The school parking lots are reserved for the staff and roads in the 

surrounding neighborhood were not designed to accommodate a large number of cars.  It is strongly 

recommended that bus riders ride home on their assigned buses. Once again, your assistance and 

cooperation is greatly appreciated as we work together to ensure the safety of the Fort Garrison Elementary 

School community. 

 

VISITORS 

All parents and other visitors entering the school must report to the office through the front doors and sign in.  

Please make sure that you have a photo ID with you when you report to the office.  BCPS recently installed 

the Raptor system in all schools.  Each visitor will have their ID scanned by one of the administrative assistants 

and a photo badge will be issued.  Anyone in the school building without a badge should expect to be 

approached and questioned.  We have also reminded staff and students that they are never allowed to 

open any door to visitors.  All visitors must be buzzed into the building. These guidelines are designed to assist 
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us in providing a safe and orderly school environment.  Fort Garrison strongly encourages parent 

involvement and participation in the school and our program.  Our guidelines are intended to ensure the 

safety and security of the school community, not to limit parent involvement in our school. 

COMMUNICATION WITH STAFF 

Staff members have requested that parents not visit classrooms in the morning prior to the beginning of the 

day or during the school day when they are teaching.  Teachers are busy in the mornings preparing for their 

instructional day.  Students begin arriving in their homerooms at 9:05 AM, and teachers have the 

responsibility of assisting, monitoring, and supervising the arrival of the children.  Our teachers’ first priority 

must be their students.  If a parent needs to speak with a teacher, it is requested that the parent leave a 

note with one of the secretaries, contact the school by phone, or send the teacher an email message.  

Teachers are busy teaching during the school day and may not have the opportunity to check email until 

the end of the day.  You should expect a response within 24 hours. 

 

SCHOOL SAFETY PLAN 

All Baltimore County Public Schools are required to have a detailed School Emergency Safety Plan.  These 

plans will help to ensure the safety of all Baltimore County Public School students, staff members, and visitors.  

The plans are updated each year and copies are sent to the local police and fire departments.  During the 

school year, a variety of drills, including fire, evacuation, lock down, and severe weather will be conducted.  

One important aspect of the plan includes detailed procedures necessary for accounting for all members of 

the school community in the event of an emergency.  This is one reason that it is critical that all visitors sign in 

and out, as they enter and leave the school.  If visitors happen to be in the school building during an 

emergency, we need to be able to account for everyone in the building.  The goal of the plan is to keep all 

members of the community safe and secure.  Your assistance with the procedures is greatly appreciated. 

 

MEDICATION POLICY 

As in previous years, a doctor’s note is required for all medications that need to be given in school (both 

prescription and nonprescription).   Included in the doctor’s note should be the child’s name, the name of 

the medication, dosage, time of administration, how long the medication should be given, and any possible 

side effects.  Parents also need to give written permission for the school nurse to administer the 

medication.  All medicines should be in a properly labeled bottle.  No medicine in baggies will be 

accepted.  All medicine is to be kept in the nurses’ office – not with the child.  Finally, the medicine should 

be brought to school by a parent or other responsible adult.  As in the past couple of years, the discretionary 

medication policy is being offered.  Unlike the above policy, this allows the regular school nurse to administer 

designated over-the-counter medications provided by the Health Department.  This program is for 

occasional use only and not for a child with a chronic health concern.  Each year, consent forms must be 

renewed.  If you have more than one child in the school, a separate form must be completed for each 

child.  If you have any questions regarding either of the medication programs, the school nurse can be 

reached at 410-415-5738 or through e-mail at aloper@bcps.org. 

 

A+ REWARDS PROGRAMS 

Please make note that Staples is now participating in the A+ rewards program!  Parents can now earn extra 

rewards for the teacher of their choice with the Reward A Classroom program. Parents will receive 2% back 

on purchases and 5% back on copy & print purchases! 

mailto:aloper@bcps.org
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Staples.com/rewardaclassroom to select the teacher you would like to earn rewards for. 

 

DISMISSAL NOTES 

Parents, when you send dismissal notes in for a dismissal change please be sure to only send 

the note for 1 day at a time. Do not include a weekly change, etc. 

Notes should be sent on a daily basis for any change for your child’s dismissal. 

 

   SCHOOL BANKING 

This year we welcome back First Financial Federal Credit Union to again sponsor our student run savings 

program here at FGES. We are the only elementary school in the county piloting the program with them. This 

is very exciting for our students to have the opportunity to deposit their money so they can save for their 

future. One Friday a month we have two fifth grade student tellers help collect the deposits from the 

students from 9:05-9:20. At that time they receive a receipt for their deposit and may select a gift to take 

with them. We only allow deposits at our location but you can withdraw the money at any of the various First 

Financial Federal Credit Union locations. If you are interested in signing your child up for this worthwhile 

program, please contact Mrs. Grapes at bgrapes@bcps.org and I will send the application information 

home with your child as soon as possible. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. The 

following dates have been selected for banking this year: 

Sept. 18 Oct. 23  Nov. 20  Dec. 18  Jan. 15  Feb. 19      

March 18 April 15  May 13  June 3 

 

FROM THE HEALTH SUITE 

Fort Garrison Parents, welcome back to the bustle of the school year! 

 

Fort Garrison Parents, welcome back to the bustle of the school year! 

 

DISCRETIONARY CONSENT FORMS 

Many of you have already heard from me as I clarify allergies, health issues, medications, and 

immunizations. Thank you for taking the time to thoroughly complete the discretionary consent sheets that 

provide me with updated contact information, current medication and health issues, and indicate your 

preference about my ability to give your student Tylenol, Benadryl, and cough drops, in accordance with 

BCPS protocols. If your information changes through the school year, please be sure to contact me, as that 

information is crucial in an emergency, and essential for consulting with you about your child. 

MEDICATIONS  

Remember that any medication needed on a regular basis requires a Doctor Order Form and a supply of 

the medication, even over the counter medications. The discretionary consent form allows me to give 

Tylenol and cough drops for the occasional headache or cough, in keeping with the protocols. Students are 

mailto:bgrapes@bcps.org
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not allowed to carry medication; it must be provided adult to adult. You may send in cough drops with a 

note if you have already given permission on the discretionary consent form, but they must be 

accompanied by a note from you, and go directly to be stored in the health suite. 

PREVENTING ILLNESS 

As we approach the flu season, be sure to review hand washing with your children, especially related to 

before and after eating, and after using the bathroom. Remind them to use tissues for sneezing and 

coughing, washing their hands afterwards, and to use their arm if there are no tissues nearby. Remember 

that students need to be free of fever (temperature 100 F or above), vomiting or diarrhea for 24 hrs. Before 

returning to school. Most of you have been wonderful in responding to my calls quickly. Thank you for that 

attentiveness, for your child’s sake, as well as the positive impact of reducing illness transmission in the 

school.  

HEARING AND VISION SCREENING 

Sept. 15th through Sept. 18th Hearing and Vision screening will be conducted by the Baltimore County Health 

Dept. in the Health Suite. Students screened will be those in Kindergarten, 1st grade, 4th grade, and students 

new to Baltimore County. If your student does not pass the screening, you will receive a letter from the 

Health Dept. that includes a form to be signed by the doctor and then returned to the health suite. It is a 

significant service that the county provides, so please return the forms that give the feedback that is 

needed to keep the program going. 

HEAD LICE 

Also, please remember to check your children for head lice at least once a week. The eggs, “nits” are what 

you most frequently will see. They are firmly attached to the shafts of hair, usually an inch or two from the scalp, 

and are tiny whitish oval sacs. You can ask your doctor or pharmacist for treatment options. Inform the health 

suite so students who sit near your child can be checked, and so more information can be provided to you. 

They are no longer considered a health threat, but certainly are a nuisance! 

 

CHANGE OF CLOTHING 

I would also ask that parents provide a change of clothing for each student, which can be kept in their locker. 

“Things happen”, such as bloody noses, spilled drinks, mud, and not making it to the bathroom in time. Students 

feel so much better when they can change into their own clothing.  

FOOD ALLERGIES 

Last, I would like to mention that we have students with life threatening food allergies at every grade level. 

Some of these students have allergies to multiple food ingredients. Because of this, I would ask that when 

you plan celebrations for school that you consider non-food ways of celebrating, as that is the most 

inclusive, and most safe. Consider a special song played for your child, a cartoon feature, a guest or a 

speaker special to the student, party bags with novelty pencils, erasers, stickers (rather than candy), or a 

short game. Use your creativity as you discuss it with your child’s teacher! 

Please also encourage your students to keep their food away from others, and to clean their hands after 

eating so our food allergic students are not placed at risk. Parents of students with food allergies, be sure 

that your student has alternative snacks of their own, stored with their teacher, for situations where they 

can’t partake of what is being offered, and be sure to discuss and monitor food choices with your students. 

No student is to have food on the bus, as the bus drivers need to concentrate on the road, not potential 

problems related to food.   

I wish a healthy year to all! 

Alisa A. Loper, RN 
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School Nurse 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION CLASS 

Sneakers Required 

Welcome back and we look forward to a movement filled year in PE!  This fall we will have the movement 

education equipment which is indoor climbing equipment designed to work the mind and body at once.  

All students will be able to use this equipment during their PE classes.  Also our 5th graders will be participating 

in the ballroom dancing program this winter.  Our 4th and 5th graders will participate in Fitnessgram testing 

this year to help them recognize areas they meet the healthy fitness zone criteria and also to see areas they 

need to work on.  We look forward to using our devices to help us understand how we move and then move 

better because of it.  

It is extremely important for students to come prepared for PE class by wearing comfortable clothing that 

they can move appropriately in and more importantly, sneakers.  These sneakers should also be closed-toe 

shoes because we will be kicking balls this fall and will be outside and this will help decrease the chances of 

injury and being stung by insects.  These guidelines are put in place to help keep your student safe.  Also the 

schedule is very different this year with specials so students will have PE on varying days so I highly 

encourage you to have your student wear sneakers everyday so they are prepared for class all the time.  

This would also keep them safe during recess since they will have that every day for sure and students should 

not be climbing on the playground equipment without sneakers anyway.  If wearing sneakers every day all 

day does not work for you, then simply have them keep a spare pair of sneakers in their locker so they can 

change when necessary.   

 

FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

  

Back to school greetings from the Music Department! 

If you are the parent of a Fifth Grade student, please be sure you have completed Band and 

Orchestra enrollment forms and instrument rental agreements in a timely fashion.  Lessons will begin in late 

September.  Students will be learning playing fundamentals and preparing a few selections for our first 

concert of the year in December. 

 Fourth Grade students need their recorder each day they attend Vocal Music Class.   

    Sanders – Monday 

    Kovatch – Thursday 

    Nolan - Friday 

They will be preparing four new songs for the December concert. 

 For interested parents, the music department has received enrollment announcements from two local 

choral programs for the 2015-2016 season. Families of boys interested in The Maryland State Boy choir may 

call 410.554.8644 to get more information or request an audition time.  Families of all children interested in 
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the American Kodaly Children’s Chorus at Bryn Mawr may visit their website for more information:  

brynmawrschool.org/akchildrenschorus.  Mrs. Case is happy to speak to parents about these opportunities 

and try to answer any questions they may have. 

 

STEM COMITTEE/GREEN SCHOOL  

          Welcome back past members and welcome to our new members. This is a big year for us, as we 

embark on our recertification status to remain a MD Green School. Most schools never recertify and we want 

to be one that does! Plus, we have the most fun!  

In case you are wondering about STEM, we work on all green school initiatives and we work with the 

student green team, which will be starting up soon. Everyone will be asked to play a role in our Green School 

Celebration, help with recertification and take turns planning activities each month for our student green 

team (meets once  a month at 8:20-9:05). We will also attend the Green School Summit in May to receive 

our recertification award at Sandy Point State Park (We are confident we will recertify). You may also attend 

the annual MAEOE Conference in February held in Ocean City, MD. We get lots of cool ideas and network 

at this conference (even have time for extra fun). It also counts for PD, which is part of recertifying. 

http://maeoe.org/ 

Another exciting event taking place this year is going to be our Bikes Around the World Campaign, 

which will take place on Saturday, November 7, 2015 in the afternoon (please mark your calendars now- this 

will take all of us to pull it off). This event is a bike collection and the bikes are shipped all over the world. I 

have attached information for you to look over about the campaign. I am going to be working with the 

BCPS Education Foundation to help with advertising and possibly providing stuff at the event. 

We will have our first meeting on Wednesday, September 9, 2015 right after school in room 4 

(Rachel’s Office). Please use the voting buttons to let us know you can attend the first meeting. 

Thanks, 

Rachel and Jeanne 

Co-Chairs 

STEM/Green School 

http://maeoe.org/
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER 

 

 

 

        

 

Welcome back to a new school year! 
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 I am very excited to be at Fort Garrison as the Full time school counselor this year. There are many ways I will 

be helping the students learn and grow this year. Every student has access to me, their school counselor, 

and will meet with me in various ways throughout the school year. Here are some of the ways I work with all 

students: 

 Classroom Counseling Lessons 

 Individual Counseling 

 Small Group Counseling 

 Individual Student Planning 

 Collaboration with teachers and parents for academic, personal, social, or behavioral strengths and 

needs 

 School wide programs 

 Character Education program 

 Career and College awareness 

 Connect families with community resources 

Classroom Counseling 

 This month, classroom lessons will focus on our Character trait of the month: Responsibility and our College 

and Career Ready Skill: Goal Setting. Talk with your child about responsibilities that you have at home or at 

work and how you use goal setting in everyday life. Encourage your child to identify ways they are already 

responsible and to set goals in an area in need of improvement. Then follow up! Did they reach this new 

goal? 

Character Crew 

I am looking forward to having a Character Crew again this year to help me educate our students about 

the character trait each month. Our Character Crew will be made up of responsible 4th and 5th grade 

students who apply for this special job. I have visited their classrooms to talk about this opportunity and look 

forward to working with the crew once they have been selected.  

Contact Me 

     Please feel free to email me at clepley@bcps.org at any time. I have created a page on the Fort Garrison 

Website http://fortgarrisones.bcps.org/school_counseling and you can follow me on Twitter 

https://twitter.com/FGESCounseling . I will be using these platforms to keep parents up to date on the 

counseling lessons and other counseling program initiatives. You can also call the office 410-887-1203 to 

reach me. I am looking forward to working with all of the students this year! 

 

 

 

 

PTA NEWS 

Note from the President:  Big thanks to Amanda Shapiro and Ashley Smith for taking care of the 

Welcome Back Breakfasts for our Teachers and Bus Drivers, and to Heather Crawford for passing 

out all the ordered School Supply Kits this year.    

 - Ayme Lederman 

mailto:clepley@bcps.org
http://fortgarrisones.bcps.org/school_counseling
https://twitter.com/FGESCounseling
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Membership:  Our PTA is proud to have a history of strong support from our parents and 

community, who donate time, talent and treasure to make sure we have funds to pay for any 

programming or supplies our school requests. Are you looking forward to a year of going door to 

door, selling candles, candy and/or pizza to raise those funds? No? Neither are we!  Membership 

dues and donations are our most important source of revenue, and the more we raise through 

our membership dues, the less fundraisers we will need to have throughout the year. So, be sure to fill out 

your membership form and maybe even think about upgrading to the next level or making a direct 

donation along with your dues. We thank you in advance! 

Spirit:  The 3rd Thursday of Every Month is Fort Garrison Spirit Day.   Show your Paw pride on 

these days by wearing your Fort Garrison Gear and/or School Colors.  New gear is for sale, now 

through 9/25.  Flyers came home in backpacks and via peachjar.com. Check out full color pics on 

www.Facebook.com/FortGarrisonPTA 

Restaurant Night:  Save the date to dine in or carry out at Chipotle in Pikesville on 10/26.  That 

evening, 50% of proceeds are donated back to FGES PTA, so don't forget to invite friends, and 

order dessert!  It's a Ravens Monday Night game, so you can bring carry out home for the whole 

family and watch the game without missing a play, and no worrying about cooking and doing dishes. 

Contest #1: Box Tops & Labels for Education:  The homeroom that collects the most Box Tops and 

Labels for Education from now through Friday, October 23 wins an Ice Cream / Sorbet Class 

Party. Details below, and on www.fortgarrisonpta.com: 

EASY Ways to Earn Money for FGES! Our school earns free money (10 cents) for every Box Top 

collected as well as free educational resources and materials through the Labels for Education 

program. Box Tops and Labels for Education can be found on many different grocery and office products. It all 

adds up, so please participate by following three easy steps: 

1. Clip Box Tops and Labels for Education UPCs & beverage / sauce caps from participating products 

(see www.btfe.com andwww.labelsforeducation.com). Expired Box Tops will not be accepted so please check 

expiration date on the Box Top. 

2. Send in Box Tops and Labels for Education UPCs & beverage / sauce caps to your homeroom teacher in 

labeled plastic bags (write homeroom teacher's name & total number collected). Please remember to keep 

Box Tops and Labels for Education separate since they are different programs. 

3. Become a member of each program by registering at www.btfe.com and also 

at www.labelsforeducation.com to learn about program promotions.  Please keep an eye out more contests 

and special promotions throughout the school year.  

Thank you for participating and supporting FGES!  

 

 

http://www.fortgarrisonpta.com/
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.btfe.com%2F&h=FAQFKjfMiAQFMFxy1wFezzjAddFRLKmDzFnaGL_fPg0NZ0A&enc=AZOAwGHMzVl8Zec5DnVm5Ga8NkvVOs9ABAbhslgmEHrzYOW5w8lJZMmMA_rOB7wlepi9k3PBUvFUoSCl5SxdN5AkeVvrT6da_tDDkp4vWEBWAe2mTJXSNayQqnpTPO8A8uKpiDjY_3uJty0KuciNvLLBSJyLi8ARRJgTg3XvukeOMJBFVr-gHe9o0rr3j9E6vWxath-MP1mnYF13tjKngD3f&s=1
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.btfe.com%2F&h=EAQFBcfNBAQGNvB0DDgFeku9KUwExtNiVOcyOnsZTHg7PvQ&enc=AZMuafjHYqnBR0l2BGKtjdyPWgp_W0IRj_K3ddzSAkO1KP2Uw9iBF0gkO4YPI8__LFYH6KDiw8hBmZqb2W6Mc-y8Vpj_F9Lsj6vo9uEwxI5figPwERiNIPoQBYQBSt5AFk7nv5G2y7_dI-CRDe3JkIDjPb9SIsQodeQx0hGPrfM7fQ_Tl5P8V9OS1HitkTDQeO2RaLEZZJjPYIPz_8hdKnYt&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.labelsforeducation.com%2F&h=QAQH6lepKAQGofppuqsS_nF0ESChbMIMY5ak-axo0IcKSvQ&enc=AZPnTRSwGIMGjahbnzKK_KwSbtAFDu6AeSVefVfbl-p9EiMKFPWYH-TymoORA3JsyfmeFW_sO1STt8h6FAMXPLepRfOC_q8-adyxA4UYS3PTYdYsyv5Ltk-2JYOw3KA_VncSkvFzFoa3N2di9jNlcUUXyiQal2Bd_bSqg4kE5Cu-tNL8Pus_F3ZTEUEdILBOrBC6Q9JPGqbKOSejhaxLJFAL&s=1

